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Attacking Manuals 1 & 2 comprise the first thorough examination of the nature of dynamics in chess,

and the principles explained in this book are relevant to every chess game played. In lively

no-nonsense language, Aagaard explains how the best players in the world attack. The rules of

attack (the exploitation of a dynamic advantage) are explained in an accessible and entertaining

style. This groundbreaking work is well balanced between easily understandable examples,

exercises and deep analysis.Volume 1 deals with bringing all the pieces into the action, momentum,

color schemes, strongest and weakest points, and evolution/revolution.  Attacking Manuals 1 & 2

were chosen as the English Chess Federationâ€™s Book of the Year 2010.
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A decade ago, when JA wrote "Excelling at chess", I thought it was instructive material but his prose

was rather arrogant & distracting (I seriously disliked his aggressive tone towards other chess

writers; not very instructive!).And thus for a long time I did not consider any other books of him, until

recently this 2-volume. As I prefer (to read about) the middlegame above anything else, his

attacking manual became more or less a necessity for my library I guess...His tone has changed a

lot since "excelling...": arrogance became wit & "distracting" turned into extremely focused.By the

way, the front cover clearly depictures his intentions with the opponent's position ...JA has written

this for those who love a good plan, can't calculate everything and are nonetheless willing to

sacrifice anything, incl. the kitchen sink, to execute this plan, because it feels so right.He shows a

way of critical yet not so deep analysis, starting from very simple rules of thumb, eg. bring all your

pieces "to the party" , keeping the initiative, color weakness and so on.And he never stops to warn



how difficult it is to find these (active) moves and the guts it takes to actually play them. He also

reminds you that more than once he failed miserably despite of his attacking moves and although I

fully subsribe his thesis, I can testify that his approach of how to play is very demanding and

probably detrimental to your elo-rating (but hopefully not in the long run). More than once top GM's

(ivanchuk, anand, etc) are shown to abandon the right path, but he treats everyone (also the lesser

gods) with due respect.His commented games require sometimes considerable knowledge/thinking

of your own (especially the opening & endgame - no explanations).
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